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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Jesus, teach us to pray. Help us to manage 
our time so that we can spend it with You. 

Holy Spirit, fill us with your gifts. May we offer ourselves
 in sacrifice for our parish and for all in need. 

Father, give us generous hearts. Help us to manage 
our finances and to offer first fruits to you. 

As your faithful disciples, we ask this for ourselves and 
for Catholics everywhere, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 
Amen 
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“All good giving and every perfect gift is 
from above” (James 1:17). God’s gifts to us can 
be summed up in one word — everything. How 
easy it is to forget this truth in our fast-paced 
world where we have little time to “stop and 
smell the roses,” let alone be grateful to the One 
who created them for us!  

Yet, gratefulness is both the key to a 
stewardship way of life, and the secret to a joy-
filled life.  When we do take a moment to reflect 
on God’s goodness and His passionate love for 
each of us, we cannot help but be filled with 
gratefulness and a surge of joy that comes from 
recognizing how abundant His blessings are.   

Our annual Stewardship Renewal is that moment for us — as individuals and 
as a parish family — to pause and allow our hearts to be filled to overflowing with 
gratefulness to God who has spared nothing in His love for us, giving us even His 
own Son as our Savior. As this gratefulness overflows from us, it requires an outlet in 
our lives. Stewardship gives us that outlet. It offers us a concrete way to express our 
gratefulness to God, to thank Him with our very lives for every good and perfect gift.

“A grateful heart is spontaneously impelled to serve the 
Lord and to find expression in a life of commitment to our 

work. Once we come to realize how much God has given us, 
a life of self-sacrifice, of working for Him and for others, 

becomes a privileged way of responding to His great love.”

 — POPE FRANCIS
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GRATEFUL MOMENTS

Pope Francis says, “To be able to offer thanks, to be able to praise the Lord for 
what He has done for us: this is important!” Our good God has given each day to us 
as a gift, and He waits for us to turn to Him daily in prayer. There really is nothing 
more important or necessary than spending time with God. How much of my God-
given time do I devote to Him each day? How often do I stop to think of Him, even 
briefly, to offer thanks for His constant care for me? Have I fostered a grateful heart 
by counting my blessings at the end of the day?  

After time spent with God, my next priority of time should be for my loved ones. 
Here Pope Francis encourages us to “waste time” with our families — to set aside 
time to simply enjoy one another without distraction. This requires a commitment in 
our digital world. Can I commit to this use of my time?

•  Try reflecting each morning on the 
daily readings of the Catholic Church 
(found as usccb.org/bible/readings) to 
ask God what He wants to teach you in 
the day ahead.

•  Take a moment to pray in your car on 
the way to or from work or errands, 
offering your cares and your gratitude 
to the Lord.

•  As a family, give each member a chance to say a “please,” “thank you” and “I’m 
sorry” prayer to God at the end of the day. End with an Our Father and Hail Mary.

•  In addition to Sunday Mass, make Sunday dinner a priority as a time to 
reconnect before the start of a busy week.

STEWARDSHIP OF
TIME
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GRATEFUL LIVING

Our good God has created each one of us with unique strengths, personalities, 
interests and challenges. All are His gifts to us. And all are meant for our good, the 
good of others and His glory. Isn’t that an amazing truth! Consider these words the 
Lord is speaking to you today, “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you 
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one another” 
(John 15:16-17). During this moment of Renewal, think about the gifts the Lord has 
given you and your family and ask Him how you can use them to love others in 
gratefulness for His goodness to you.

• Spend some time prayerfully reading through the ministry listing to consider 
an area of service that will truly stretch you or an area where you can provide 
a real strength.

• If you are already involved in one ministry, pray about an additional way you 
might serve. For instance, if you are involved in assisting with the Liturgy in 
some way, volunteer in an outreach to the community.

• If you are not active in a prayer or faith formation group, join one so as to 
become a more effective servant of the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP OF
TALENT

“Yet we cannot celebrate this free gift of the Lord’s 
friendship unless we realize that our earthly life and our 

natural abilities are his gift. We need to acknowledge 
jubilantly that our life is essentially a gift.” 

— POPE FRANCIS, FROM HIS APOSTOLIC
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STEWARDSHIP OF
TREASURE

GRATEFUL GIVING

Just as time and talents are gifts from God, so too, are material things, or treasure. 
And just as our time and talent are meant to be used for our good, the good of others 
and God’s glory, so too, is our treasure. Does this mean we serve a “greedy” God, 
who wants to give, and then take back what He gives? Of course not! Anything He 
asks us to do is meant to make our joy complete in Him. Returning a portion of our 
treasure to Him teaches us to depend on Him and brings a peace and contentment 
the world cannot give. Will you take a leap of faith to try it and see for yourself?

• Try to give from your “first fruits” at the start of each month. 

• Does your family budget reflect the priority of God in your life?

6



It’s difficult to give God any percentage of our time, talent, or treasure if we 
do not first give Him 100 percent of our hearts. For this reason, our Stewardship 
Renewal is a time for growing closer to God above all else. It is a time to make God 
our top priority, and then express this growth through written commitments. How 
will you turn more readily to Him with your whole heart?

TIME
Several suggestions for regular prayer are listed on your Commitment

 Card. Will you set aside time each day to spend with God?

TALENT
Your Commitment Card lists numerous parish ministries available for your 

involvement. Will you offer yourself in service to God through others?

TREASURE
This year, will you make a specific financial 

pledge to contribute to the Sunday offertory? 

Please bring your completed Commitment Card to Mass on 
September 26/27, or mail it to the parish in the envelope provided.

STEWARDSHIP INVOLVES
COMMITMENT

Spending Time with God  
in Prayer

Using My Talents
in Parish Ministries

Offertory Gift

  Attend Mass every Sunday and on Holy Days 
  Attend weekday Mass at least once a week 
  Attend Adoration once a month 
  Spend at least 15 minutes a day in personal 

prayer 
  Pray together with my loved ones 
  Read the Bible for at least one hour a week 
  Pray the Rosary at least weekly 
  Go to Reconciliation every other month 
  Schedule time for a spiritual retreat 
  Invite a friend or acquaintance to Mass 
  Pray for the sick of our parish 
  Pray for my country daily
  Work to overcome a sinful habit
  Pray for an increase in vocations 
  Pray for our priests
  Pray for persecuted Christians
  Pray for life from conception to natural death
  Pray for those serving in the military
  Pray for Fallen-Away Catholics

Spending time in prayer is vitally important 
for our relationship with God. How will you 
choose to budget your time in a way that 

reflects the importance of that relationship?

Reflect on the talents God has given you. 
No matter how big or small; how are you 

sharing them? As an expression of gratitude 
for God’s blessings, consider sharing your

gifts and talents in our ministries.

HOSPITALITY

  Funeral Lunch
  Lay Ministers to the Sick
  Loss and Transition Ministry
  Mending One Heart at a Time
  Ministry of Loneliness
  Ushers

PRAYER

  Adoration
  Adult Altar Servers
  Altar Servers
  Corpus Christi
  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion
  Funeral Choir
  Lectors
  Retreat
  Rosary Group
  Sacred Music
  Vocations

Please clearly write the first name(s) of 
interested family member(s) on the line.

continued on back panels

Everything we have is a gift from God, including 
our treasure. Out of gratitude, let us give God 

the first fruits of these gifts, not just the leftovers. 
At St. John the Baptist, each household is 

encouraged to give a specific percentage of 
income based on the biblical tithe:

5% to St. John the Baptist 
1% to the diocese

4% to other charities

%Percentage of household income:

My Gift to St. John the Baptist:

Weekly gift x52 = annually

Monthly gift x12  = annually

$

$ $

$
or

Please complete either a weekly

 or monthly offertory gift:

TIME TALENT TREASURE

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining
Please check the circles below to 
mark your prayer commitments:

Example
Annual income:     $30,000     $50,000     $70,000     $100,000
5% weekly gift:         $29            $48            $67            $96

Weekly giving based on  

proportion of income: 

At St. John the Baptist, each household 
is asked to work toward giving 5% of 

their income to the parish. Some families 
may have difficulty reaching this goal at 
first. If so, try increasing your weekly gift 
incrementally until you reach an amount 

that you know is right for you.

  I am interested in electronic giving

2020 COMMITMENT CARDSt. John the Baptist Catholic Church

TALENT  (continued)

= Currently Involved  = Interested in JoiningClearly write the first name of family member on the line.

320 S. Depot Street • PO Box 276 • Somonauk, IL 60552815-498-2010 • www.stjbsom.org

FORMATION

  Baptismal Preparation  Followers of the Truth  Religious Education  Respect Life
  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
  Scripture Study
  Symbolon
  Vacation Bible School  YDisciple

SERVICE

  Church Cleaners
  Church Decorators  Corned Beef Dinner  Driving People to Appointments  Garden Club
  Knights of Columbus  Meal Train
  Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto  Photography
  Rosary Makers
  St. Vincent de Paul  Women’s Society

COMMISSIONS/COMMITTEES
  Buildings and Grounds Commission
  Evangelization Committee

COMMISSIONS/COMMITTEES   (continued) 

  Finance Council
  Parish Life Commission  Stewardship Commission  Welcoming Committee

continued on next panel

TALENT  (continued)

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

= Currently Involved  = Interested in JoiningClearly write the first name of family member on the line.

GRATEFULNESS



HOSPITALITY

Funeral Lunch
This committee works together to prepare 
and serve a luncheon after funerals for the 
grieving family, their friends and for all 
who attend the funeral Mass.
Contact: Delores Devine, 815-498-2040, 
funerallunch@stjbsom.org

Lay Ministers to the Sick
Members of this ministry bring Holy 
Communion to parishioners who are 
unable to attend Sunday Mass due to age, 
illness, or other circumstances.
Contact: Pam Rogers, 815 495-9547, 
ministertosick@stjbsom.org

Loss and Transition Ministry
Members of this ministry meet with families 
of parishioners who have endured the 
death of a loved one to express sympathy 
on behalf of the parish and to help them 
plan the funeral liturgy.
Contact: Chuck and Linda Hickey, 
815-498-2064, lossandtransition@stjbsom.org

Mending One Heart at a Time
These women create quilts and other items 
for the comfort of the sick and elderly. 
They also raffle and sell some items to 
fund the ministry. This committee meets 
Thursday mornings from 9-11 a.m.
Contact: Mary Rohrer, 815-498-9095, 
mendingoneheart@stjbsom.org

Ministry of Loneliness
As we grow older, sometimes we find 
ourselves living in loneliness. This could be 
because we have lost a spouse, our children 
have grown and moved away, we cannot 
drive anymore, or medical issues that keep 
us from going out into the community to 
socialize with others. We need volunteers 
to visit those in their homes to bring 
love and happiness to fill their day with 
simple activities such as reading, singing, 
listening to music, playing cards, playing 
musical instruments, making a batch of 
cookies, bringing in your favorite dessert 
with a cup of coffee, or just listening to 
concerns they might have.
Contact: Carol Evans, 331-999-2874; 
Parish Office, 815-498-2010

Ushers
Ushers greet parishioners at weekend 
Masses, take up the collection, distribute 
bulletins, and perform other duties to 
ensure the Mass progresses smoothly.
Contact: Bud Short, 815-498-2747,
ttfn200@aol.com

PRAYER

Adoration
This group promotes and participates in 
Eucharistic Adoration at the parish.
Contact: Cathy Certain, 815-997-5541, 
adoration@stjbsom.org

MINISTRY CATALOG
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Adult Altar Servers
Assist the priest celebrant during daily 
Mass and for exposition and benediction 
and funerals.
Contact: Chuck Hickey, 815-498-2064, 
adultaltarserver@stjbsom.org

Altar Servers
Boys and girls assist the priest at all 
liturgical services that require servers, 
such as weekend Masses, funerals, and 
weddings and processions. Altar servers 
must be in the fourth grade or older and 
have received their First Communion.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
altarserver@stjbsom.org

Corpus Christi
This group helps plan and coordinate the 
annual Corpus Christi Procession.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
corpuschristi@stjbsom.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion
Extraordinary Ministers are entrusted with 
the special responsibility of assisting in the 
distribution of Holy Communion at Mass. 
Training is provided.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
communionmin@stjbsom.org

Funeral Choir
This choir sings at funeral liturgies, usually 
in the morning. It is open to all parishioners 
and has no regularly scheduled rehearsals.
Contact: Mark Mackeben, 815-498-2010, 
sacredmusic@stjbsom.org

Lectors
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at 
Mass in an inspiring and meaningful way. 
Training is provided.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
lector@stjbsom.org

Retreat
This group will help plan and present our 
retreats during the year.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
retreat@stjbsom.org

Rosary Group
Parishioners gather to pray the Rosary 
together on Fridays at 8 a.m. outside in our 
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. We move 
inside the church when it is rainy or cold. 
We don’t meet on First Friday.
Contact: Cathy Certain, 815-997-5541, 
jccertain@netzero.com
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Sacred Music
There are opportunities for musicians of 
all levels and ages to be involved in the 
Sacred Music Ministry at St. John the 
Baptist. These ministries include Choirs, 
Cantors, Bell Ringers and Instrumentalists.
Contact: Mark Mackeben, 815-498-2010, 
sacredmusic@stjbsom.org

Vocations
This group comes together to pray for and 
encourage vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
vocation@stjbsom.org

FORMATION

Baptismal Preparation
This committee meets with parents to 
prepare them for the baptism of their 
children by educating them about their 
Catholic faith and this sacrament.
Contact: Peggy Strever, 815-498-3652, 
baptismprep@stjbsom.org

Followers of the Truth
This group promotes the knowledge and 
understanding of Catholic beliefs through 
Scripture, prayer and discussion on a 
regular basis. Parishioners of all levels of 
catechetical knowledge are welcome to the 
meeting on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 8:30 a.m.
Contact: Chuck Hickey, 815-498-2064, 
followeroftruth@stjbsom.org

Religious Education
Religious education teachers help 
children grow in their knowledge and 
love of Christ and the Catholic Church 
and help them to grow in their Catholic 
faith, as well as prepare them to receive 
the sacraments. Pre-K thru seventh grade 
meets on Sundays, 9-10:15 a.m., and 
Confirmation (eighth and ninth grades) 
meets on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Contact: Religious Education Office — 
Judy Kreczmer, 815-498-2627, RE@stjbsom.org

Respect Life
This group gives witness to the sacredness 
of every human life, raising awareness 
in our parish and community through 
prayer and education on the important 
pro-life issues of today. They also provide 
ways for parishioners to get involved in 
the pro-life movement.
Contact: Alice Weissensel, 815-786-7924, 
respectlife@stjbsom.org
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA)
RCIA classes introduce the teachings of 
Catholicism and integrate prospective new 
and returning Catholics into the life of our 
parish. All parishioners are welcome to attend 
the weekly classes to learn more about their 
faith. Meetings are held September through 
April on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
RCIA@stjbsom.org

Scripture Study
Several weekly Bible studies are offered, 
which look into the depths of and glean 
spiritual fruit from Sacred Scripture. Join us 
to dive deeper into God’s Word!
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
scripturestudy@stjbsom.org

Symbolon
Small groups welcome anyone interested in 
learning about the various facets and teachings 
of the Catholic faith through engaging videos 
and discussions.
Contact: Chuck and Sandy Durancik, 
815-498-1354, symbolon@stjbsom.org

Vacation Bible School
VBS catechizes our youth through song and 
activities in an engaging, fun way for one 
week in the summer. Adult and teenage 
volunteers are needed for planning and 
facilitating the various activities.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
VBS@stjbsom.org
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YDisciple
High school teens are mentored in the 
faith through adult leaders, compelling 
videos and thought provoking discussion 
in a casual environment. Those out of 
high school are invited to be small-
group mentors.
Contact: Lisa Short, 815-826-0282, 
YDisciple@stjbsom.org

SERVICE

Church Cleaners
These parishioners assist with keeping 
the Lord’s house clean and beautiful. 
They help with vacuuming, dusting, etc.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
churchcleaner@stjbsom.org

Church Decorators
This group assists the pastor by ordering, 
placing and caring for flowers and other 
decorations during the various church 
seasons with a special emphasis during 
Christmas and Easter.
Contact: Laura Short, 815-498-2747, 
decorator@stjbsom.org

Corned Beef Dinner
This is a committee of men of the parish 
who plan, coordinate and prepare our 
annual Corned Beef Dinner. We typically 
prepare over 2,000 pounds of corned 
beef, 650 pounds of potatoes and 1,200 

pounds of cabbage, and serve around 
1,100 people.
Contact: Chuck Kessler, 815-786-8064, 
cornedbeef@stjbsom.org

Driving People to Appointments
Take parishioners to and from their 
appointments who are unable to drive.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010

Garden Club
This group cares for plants and flowers 
outside around the church, rectory and 
parish center.
Contact: Pat Werner, 815-498-3067, 
garden@stjbsom.org

Knights of Columbus
This is a group of men who come together 
to serve the parish and community with 
different events during the year. They 
especially focus on family, youth, vocations 
to the priesthood, and pro-life issues. The 
men develop fraternity and friendship 
with each other and a greater love for 
Christ and the Church. Meetings are on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:15 p.m.
Contact: Nick Cinfio, 630-918-4541, 
knights@stjbsom.org

Meal Train
This ministry organizes meal giving 
around births, surgeries, illnesses, etc. 
with a sign up calendar.  Recipients are 
asked what kinds of meals they prefer to 
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receive including dietary restrictions and 
best drop off time.  St. John volunteers 
make a meal for a particular day for a 
person/family in need.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto
This group helps to keep our grotto a 
beautiful place of prayer by taking care 
of the plants and flowers through regular 
watering and weeding and caring for the 
other needs of the grotto.
Contact: Sherry Tracey, 815 496-2561 
OLLgrotto@stjbsom.org

Photography
In this ministry, parishioners who have 
photographic skills take high-quality 
pictures at various parish events.
Contact: Cathy Certain, 815-997-5541, 
photo@stjbsom.org

Rosary Makers
This ministry makes rosaries for the foreign 
missions. Supplies and instructions are 
provided. This group meets one Tuesday 
each month at 9:00 a.m.
Contact: Kathleen Carr, 312-303-0869, 
rosarymaker@stjbsom.org

St. Vincent de Paul
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay 
organization, leads men and women to join 
together to grow spiritually by offering 
person-to-person service to the needy and 
suffering in Somonauk and surrounding 
communities in the tradition of its founder, 
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, and patron, St. 
Vincent de Paul.
Contact: Denise Ramos, 815-498-9163, 
info@stjbsom.org
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Women’s Society
These women of the parish organize 
various projects and social events during 
the year. They also provide for the spiritual 
well-being and fellowship of the women of 
the parish.
Contact: Kathleen Carr, 312-303-0869, 
womenssociety@stjbsom.org

COMMISSIONS/

COMMITTEES

Buildings and Grounds Commission
This group helps to maintain parish 
buildings and grounds. They utilize their 
talents for hands on maintenance projects, 

which include carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, masonry, and landscaping.
Contact: Bud Short, 815-498-2747, 
buildingsandgrounds@stjbsom.org

Evangelization Committee
This committee focuses on providing the 
latest engaging materials, speakers and 
study groups to help parishioners grow in 
their knowledge and love of their Catholic 
faith and love of Christ in order to help 
them be formed in discipleship.
Contact: Parish Office, 815-498-2010, 
evangelize@stjbsom.org

Finance Council
Members of the Finance Council advise 
the pastor regarding the management of 
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parish finances and property, review parish 
business operations, prepare budgets, and 
identify needs and expenses for upcoming 
facility maintenance.
Contact: Rick Ramos, 815-498-9163, 
financecouncil@stjbsom.org

Parish Life Commission
This is our parish social committee. 
They organize and lead events and 
activities at the parish. This commission 
meets as needed.
Contact: Denise Ramos, 815-498-9163, 
info@stjbsom.org

Stewardship Commission
Stewardship is the grateful response of 
a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in 
love of God and neighbor. The Stewardship 
Commission works to broaden our 
opportunities for growth as disciples, as we 
share our gifts in the areas of Hospitality, 
Prayer, Formation, and Service. “As each 
one has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” (1 Peter 4:10)
Contact: Chuck and Sandy Durancik, 
815-498-1354, chuckdurancik@stjbsom.org

Welcoming Committee
Committee members visit new 
parishioners and welcome them to our 
parish community.
Contact: Chuck and Sandy Durancik, 
815-498-1354, welcome@stjbsom.org
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